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The Update 
     The Update is the official 
monthly newsletter for status 
updates related to the stu-
dent information system (SIS) 
project at the Defense Acqui-
sition University.  
     PORTiCO, the official  
name of this acquisition work-
force initiative, is a commer-
cial off-the-shelf (COTS) sys-
tem that integrates critical 
capabilities including career 
training management, sched-
ule development,  DAWIA 
transcripts and reporting.   

Website Updates 
       New In the Arena Blog 
authored by Denise Naff, 
PMP, Helpdesk Lead 
 
       New PORTiCO Poll 
 
       New Project Mile-
stones—Key events in next 
two quarters. 

    As digital media in-
vades and pervades every 
aspect of our lives, it was 
just a matter of time before 
the federal government 
joined the fray.  On May 
23rd, Steven vanRoekel, 
the Federal Chief Infor-
mation Officer, introduced 
a strategic roadmap for 
Digital Government that “…
at its core…takes a coordi-
nated, information- and 
customer-centric approach 
to changing how the gov-
ernment works….”   

 
Shrinking budgets and 

higher expectations served 
as catalyst for the new 
strategy.  But when the 
President declared,  “I 
want us to ask ourselves 
every day, how are we us-
ing technology to make a 
real difference in people’s 
lives?” the new directive 
found its challenge and 
objective. 

 
It’s a vision of technology 

that looks to new solutions 
that can deliver useful in-

formation, forge process 
standardization, and focus 
on customer need.  It’s 
also a vision anticipated by 
the PORTiCO project.  As 
one of the first enterprise 
platforms to align itself 
with this new White House 
technology roadmap, the 
deployed student infor-
mation system will vault 
acquisition training to its 
digital future.  

 
Understanding how POR-

G R E A T  E X P E C TA T I O N S  
S I S  A N T I C I P A T E S  N E W  W H I T E  H O U S E  D I G I T A L  D I R E C T I V E  

                  To stay connected to PORTiCO, go to www.dau.mil/sis 

Select More Updates 
to view past editions 
of this newsletter on 
the PORTiCO web-
site. 

G A T E WAY  T O  E X C E L L E N C E . . .  

_____ 

Articles continue on page 2 

“Putting the customer first means quality information is accessible, current 
and accurate at any time whether the customer is in the battle field, the 
lab, or the classroom. It means coordinating across agencies to ensure 
when citizens and employees interact with government information and 
services, they can find what they need and complete transactions with a 
level of efficiency that rivals their experiences when engaging with the pri-
vate-sector.” —  Digital Government, White House CIO Strategy Paper 

 STUDENT INFORMATION SYSTEM  

THE UPDATE Bimonthly  

F U N C T I O N  
J U N C T I O N  

N E W  W I D G E T  O N  
P O R T I C O  

F U N C T I O N A L I T Y  

Now that system function-
ality and workflows have been 
defined with specificity, we 
can begin detailing what spe-
cific functionality users will 
receive at implementation.  To 

http://www.dau.mil/sis/Lists/SisList/DispForm.aspx?ID=9&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Edau%2Emil%2Fsis%2Fdefault%2Easpx
https://survey.dau.mil/opinio/s?s=2847
http://www.dau.mil/sis/pages/milestones.aspx
http://www.dau.mil/sis/pages/newsletter.aspx
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ask ourselves 

every day, how 

are we using 

technology to 
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people’s lives.”  
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Continued from page 1:  

Great Expectations 

_____ 

make this function-by–role guide as simple as possible, 
we’ll soon be releasing a web-based widget on the PORTi-
CO website.  The function-by-role widget will be published 
in November 2012. Stay tuned. 

Continued from page 1:  

Function Junction 

_____ 

R O L E S  & FU N C T I O N S  

TiCO aligns with the new 
challenge to federal agen-
cies also highlights the 
PORTiCO project’s ambi-
tion.  In his May announce-
ment, Mr. vanRoekel an-
nounced the four “on 
ramps” in his roadmap:  
▪ An "Information-centric" 

approach 
▪ A "Shared Platform" 

approach 
▪ A "Customer-Centric" 

approach 
▪ All wrapped in "Security 

and Privacy” checks & bal-
ances. 

 
Let’s start with infor-

mation.  The White House 
view of an information-
centric approach—a call to 
move from documents to 
data objects that are more 
open, pliant, and useful to 
users—is an essential 
proposition of the student 
information system.  POR-
TiCO’s data represents 
atomic-level business intel-
ligence that will enable 
DAU and the services to 
understand individual stu-
dent requirements, aggre-
gate training patterns, and 
training demand forecast-
ing. 

Organizing activity 
around a shared platform, 
the strategy’s second aim,  
was a key driver in select-
ing a commercial off-the-
shelf solution for the stu-
dent information system.  
Using a common architec-
ture will enable DAU and 
the services to organize 
around standard process-
es and this more uniform 
approach will generate the 
long-term efficiencies es-
sential for the leaner fiscal 
years ahead. 

Great information and 

common processes won’t 
get us far unless the user 
has access to technology 
when it matters most.  
Here again, PORTiCO will 
meet this new digital 
standard.  By providing 
Internet-based access to 
program requirements, 
course registration, pre-
course work, multimedia 
communications, PORTi-
CO will connect the work-
force to acquisition train-
ing “anytime, anywhere, 
and [on] any device.”   

 
The array of access 

points also grows the risk 
profile for both security 
and personal privacy.  
Here too the PORTiCO 
project has invested a 
significant effort to ad-
dress system vulnerabili-
ties.  By navigating  DoD’s 
DIACAP information assur-
ance accreditation pro-
gram, PORTiCO ensures 
that security and privacy 

are well guarded.  Although 
the process can be a pains-
taking exercise—emphasis on 
the pain—working through the 
accreditation hurdles en-
sures the final element of the 
White House digital roadmap 
is fulfilled.   

 
PORTiCO’s alignment with 

the new digital roadmap will 
keep the acquisition work-
force one step ahead of the 
curve.  This willingness to 
innovate is critical for sus-
taining our growth in student 
training volume, improving 
the student’s user experience 
and ultimately, having an 
impact on acquisition 
outcomes.  



Results 

To keep abreast of PORTiCO’s progress or to provide your feedback, visit the website at www.dau.mil/sis, read monthly up-
dates, or contact your IPT representative. 
 

Next edition of The Update arrives in Nov/Dec 2012 
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Portico Project Events & Key Dates 

Select a  date  to view events and milestones on the project website  - http://www.dau.mil/sis 

Autumnal setting at Ft Belvoir campus—October 2012 

During two days at the recent DAU Conference, the PORTI-
CO project provided an update on project progress.  We also 
used the time to clearly delineate what the student information 
system will do at deployment, how it is likely to evolve post-
deployment, and how it will support the future learning environ-
ment at DAU.  

The update was meant to help future users have a good 
understanding of the system’s capabilities as well as to manage 
expectations; for example, the new system will not use a breath-
alyzer for user login.    

If you missed the sessions on October 9th and 18th, we still 
welcome your questions.  Although you may have missed the  
good dialogue prompted by the sessions, we’ll soon post the 
presentation slides and some video vignettes of the session for 
those of you who didn’t attend or want to relive highlights. 

Slides and video clips will be available on the PORTiCO website. 

September 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
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30       

October 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

TO  BE  O R  NO T  T O  B E 
S I S  S E S S I O N S  A T  D A U  C O N F E R E N C E  2 0 1 2  

DAU	CONFERENCE	
October 9th and 18th 

SIS & Future Learning  Environment 

20% 

20% 

20% 

40% 

How well do you know the specific PORTiCO functionality that will directly impact your role and tasks? 

Some idea 

Good understanding 

Very  good understanding 

Complete & clear understanding 

https://survey.dau.mil/opinio/s?s=2847
http://www.dau.mil/sis/default.aspx
http://www.dau.mil/sis/pages/events.aspx
http://www.dau.mil/sis/pages/events.aspx
http://www.dau.mil/sis/pages/events.aspx
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