CON353, Advanced Business Solutions for Mission Support, is a 9-1/2 day classroom course with a mandatory pre-course assignment that comprises 20% of each student’s final grade. Students will not be allowed to attend unless they complete all on-line assignments. The course requires students to use critical thinking skills and problem solving tools to analyze and make recommendations on issues they bring from their office (local challenge) and an assigned senior leadership challenge.  
GRADING:
•   20% 3 pre-course assignments.
•   20% student’s business decision point paper and presentation 
    on their local challenge.    

•   25% team business decision point paper, presentation and
    participation in their senior leadership challenge.
•   25% two quizzes relating to course readings and lectures.

•   10% group presentation on current contracting policy. 

This is the Level III capstone certification course for the Contracting and Industrial/Contract Property Management Career fields. Through realistic scenario-based learning, students work in teams to practice developing sound business solutions as a valued strategic and expert business advisor. Student course work is designed to contribute solutions to senior leadership and local supervisors and to provide resources for the contracting career field via DAU's Acquisition Community Connection (ACC) website.  
 Students are required to have at least one year of contracting experience after Level II certification.  
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS & INFORMATION: CON 353 has three reading assignments and three short written assignments which must be complete prior to attending the nine-and-a half-day resident portion of the class. Students will be given access to the online assignments approximately 30 days prior to the resident class start date. Students will not be allowed to attend the resident portion unless they complete all online assignments. The online assignments represent 25% of the student’s total grade. 

Prior to the class start date, you will be receiving another email from the CON 353 online classroom database (Atlas system) to “Welcome you to CON 353”. This email will inform you how to access the Atlas CON 353 on-line pre-resident course workspace. You should access the CON 353 Blackboard work space immediately after receiving this email to start the online assignments.

A few students will be let into the on-line course up to 15 days before the resident course begins. These are waitlisted students who are able to fill in for an unexpected dropped student. If you are one of these students, you are still responsible for completing the on-line course in the reduced time and before the resident course begins. The on-line work takes approximately 8 -12 hours so 15 days is plenty of time to accomplish it.

