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President Clinton Names 
Hans Mark Director of Defense 
Research and Engineering
at the Department of Defense

The President today announced his intent to nominate Dr. Hans Mark to serve as Director of De-
fense Research and Engineering.

Dr. Hans Mark, of Austin, Texas, is currently a Professor of Aerospace Engineering and Engineer-
ing Mechanics at the University of Texas at Austin. Dr. Mark also served as Chancellor of The Uni-
versity of Texas System from 1984 to 1992. Prior to joining UT in 1984, Dr. Mark was the Deputy
Administrator of NASA, having been appointed to that position in March 1981, by President Rea-
gan. He was Secretary of the Air Force from April 1979 to February 1981, and Under Secretary of
the Air Force from April 1977 to April 1979. Before coming to Washington, he was the director of
the NASA-Ames Research Center in Mountain View, California, from 1969 to 1977.

Dr. Mark earned an A.B. degree in physics from the University of California at Berkeley in 1951,
and a Ph.D. in physics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1954.

The Director of Defense Research and Engineering is the chief technical advisor to the Secretary,
Deputy Secretary, [and] Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Technology on defense sci-
ence and technology development; priorities, programs and strategies, including scientific and tech-
nical matters; basic and applied research; and advanced technology development.

Editor’s Note: This information is in the public domain at http://www.library.whitehouse.gov/Press
Releases on the Internet.


