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WHITEMAN AIR FORCE BASE, Mo. (AFNS) — “A
powerfully exciting couple of weeks.” That’s
how Col. Bill Percival, 509th Operations Group

commander, characterized the 509th Bomb Wing’s ac-
tivities earlier this month.

During that time, the wing prepared and launched sor-
ties in support of an air power demonstration at Eglin Air
Force Base, Fla., and successfully tested two new weapon
systems and a new B-2 automated mission planning system.
The two tests, both flown over the Utah Test Range Nov. 6,
give the B-2 increased flexibility in putting bombs on target.

While Joint Direct Attack Munitions have been dropped
by crews at the Air Force Flight Test Center at Edwards AFB,
Calif., this was the first time the munitions were employed
using operational maintainers, loaders, crews, and an op-
erational bomber.

The JDAM is a very cost-effective weapon, according to
Percival. It shares the same bomb body as the Guided At-
tack Munitions, which killed all 16 targets from high alti-
tude last year; however, the JDAM guidance system costs sig-
nificantly less.

The projected use of JDAM by fighters and bombers
throughout the Department of Defense resulted in lower pro-
duction costs. Another important achievement was testing
the Bomb Rack Assembly on a separate flight the same day.

“The rack assembly opens the B-2 to the whole class of
cluster bomb units and 500-pound weapons, including
mines,” said Percival. “CBU’s work extremely well against
armored columns or  troop concentrations. All of a sudden,

our weapons delivery flexibility has been increased dra-
matically.”

Testing the computer’s ability to drop a partial load was
another milestone for the bomber, according to Percival. Dur-
ing the tests, two passes were made on a target with weapons
dropped on each pass. The mission also became the first
time the crew performed in-flight re-planning of a target.

Percival explained that the rack assembly adds to the B-
2’s ability to complement the bomber force.

“The B-2 with the BRA could be very effective during the
halting phase of an invasion. The B-2’s characteristics of
stealth and long range give it the ability of penetrating the
enemy’s air defenses and delivering its massive payload
against advancing armor,” he said.

Dropping the JDAM from the B-2 also allowed the wing
to test the newest version of the aircraft’s mission planning
hardware and software. The mission planning system fully
integrates all data regarding the functions of the bomber
with the threats of the battlefield and the criteria for the mu-
nitions, which in turn allows crews to successfully enter the
target area and put bombs on target. This mission planning
system works with the new Air Force standard of mission
planning software being incorporated into all Air Force air-
craft. 

Editor’s Note: Sprecher works in the 509th Bomb Wing
Public Affairs Office, Whiteman AFB, Mo. This information,
courtesy Air Combat Command News Service, is in the pub-
lic domain and may be accessed at http://www.af.mil/news
on the World Wide Web.
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