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Principal Deputy Under Secretary of
Defense for Acquisition, Technology and 
Logistics   
Frank Kendall was sworn in as principal deputy 
under secretary of defense for acquisition, tech-
nology and logistics on March 8, 2010. He has 
more than 35 years of experience in engineering, 
management, defense acquisition, and national se-
curity affairs in private industry, government, and 
the military. He has been a consultant to defense 
industry firms, non-profit research organizations, 
and the Department of Defense in the areas of 
strategic planning, engineering management, and 
technology assessment. Kendall was vice president 
of engineering for Raytheon Company, where he 
was responsible for management direction to the 
engineering functions throughout the company 
and for internal research and development. Before 
assuming his current position, Kendall was a man-
aging partner at Renaissance Strategic Advisors, 
a Virginia-based aerospace and defense sector 
consulting firm. 
 
Within government, Kendall held the position of 
director of tactical warfare programs in the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense and the position of as-
sistant deputy under secretary of defense for stra-
tegic defense systems. Kendall is a former member 
of the Army Science Board and the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency Science and Technology Advisory 
Board, and he has been a consultant to the Defense 
Science Board and a senior advisor to the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies. Kendall also spent 
10 years on active duty with the Army serving in Germany, 
teaching engineering at West Point, and holding research 
and development positions.
 
Kendall is an attorney and has been active in the field of 
human rights, working primarily on a pro bono basis. He has 
worked with Amnesty International USA, where he served 
as a member of the board of directors; with Human Rights 
First, for whom he was an observer at Guantanamo; and 
with the Tahirih Justice Center, where he was chair of the 
Board of Directors.
 
Kendall is a distinguished graduate of the U.S. Military Acad-
emy at West Point, and he holds a master’s degree in Aero-
space Engineering from California Institute of Technology, a 
Master of Business Administration degree from C. W. Post 
Center of Long Island University, and a Juris Doctor from 
Georgetown University Law Center.

Flag Officer Announcements
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (MARCH 26, 2010)
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates announced today that 
the President has made the following nominations:
•	 Navy Capt. David M. Duryea has been nominated for 

appointment to the rank of rear admiral (lower half). 
Duryea is currently serving as major program manager 
for SOF and Undersea Mobility, Program Executive Of-
fice for Submarines, Washington, D.C.

•	 Navy Capt. David J. Gale has been nominated for ap-
pointment to the rank of rear admiral (lower half). Gale 
is currently serving as executive director, sea warfare 
(SEA 21), Naval Sea Systems Command, Washington, 
D.C.

•	 Navy Capt. Tilghman D. Payne has been nominated for 
appointment to the rank of rear admiral (lower half). 
Payne is currently serving as executive assistant to the 
assistant secretary of the Navy (installations and envi-
ronment), Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 
Washington, D.C.
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•	 Navy Capt. Jeffrey R. Penfield has been nominated for 
appointment to the rank of rear admiral (lower half). 
Penfield is currently serving as major program manager 
for air to air missile systems, Program Executive Office 
for Strike Weapons and Unmanned Aviation, Patuxent 
River, Md.

•	 Navy Capt. James D. Syring has been nominated for ap-
pointment to the rank of rear admiral (lower half). Syring 
is currently serving as major program manager for DDG 
1000 Destroyer Program, Program Executive Office for 
Ships, Washington, D.C.

•	 Navy Capt. Gregory R. Thomas has been nominated 
for appointment to the rank of rear admiral (lower half). 
Thomas is currently serving as commanding officer, 
Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Mainte-
nance Facility, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

•	 Navy Capt. Mathias W. Winter has been nominated for 
appointment to the rank of rear admiral (lower half). 
Winter is currently serving as deputy program executive 
officer for anti-submarine warfare, Program Executive 
Office for Strike Weapons and Unmanned Aviation, 
Patuxent River, Md.

General Officer Assignments
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (MARCH 26, 2010)
The Chief of Staff, Army announced today the following as-
signments:
•	 Army Brig. Gen. Leslie C. Smith, commandant, U.S. 

Army Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear 
School/deputy commanding general, Material and 
Technology, U.S. Army Maneuver Support Center of 
Excellence, Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., to commanding 
general, 20th Support Command (Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, Nuclear, and High Yield Explosive), Aber-
deen Proving Ground, Md.

•	 Army Brig. Gen. Jeffrey J. Snow, commanding general, 
20th Support Command (Chemical, Biological, Radio-
logical, Nuclear, and High Yield Explosive), Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, Md., to director, Iraq Training and 
Advisory Team-Army, U.S. Forces-Iraq.

Flag Officer Announcement
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (MARCH 26, 2010)
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates announced today that 
the President has made the following nominations:
•	 Navy Rear Adm. (lower half) William A. Brown has 

been nominated for appointment to the rank of rear 
admiral. Brown is currently serving as director, logistics 
and security assistance, J4, U.S. European Command, 
Stuttgart, Germany.

•	 Navy Capt. David M. Boone has been nominated for 
appointment to the rank of rear admiral (lower half). 

Boone is currently serving as commanding officer, Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command Mid-Atlantic, Norfolk, 
Va.

•	 Navy Capt. Robert J. Gilbeau has been nominated for 
appointment to the rank of rear admiral (lower half). Gil-
beau is deputy commander for aviation, Naval Inventory 
Control Point Philadelphia/Mechanicsburg, Philadel-
phia, Pa.

•	 Navy Capt. Glenn C. Robillard has been nominated for 
appointment to the rank of rear admiral (lower half). Ro-
billard is currently serving as commanding officer, Fleet 
and Industrial Supply Center, San Diego, Calif.

Senior Executive Service Appointments and
Reassignments
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (MARCH 30, 2010)
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates announced the fol-
lowing Department of Defense Senior Executive Service ap-
pointments and reassignments:
 
Appointments
•	 Donald J. McKenzie has been appointed to the Senior 

Executive Service and is assigned as assistant director, 
integrity and quality assurance, Defense Contract Audit 
Agency, Fort Belvoir, Va. McKenzie previously served 
as deputy director, field detachment, Defense Contract 
Audit Agency, Chantilly, Va. 

•	 Thomas P. Michelli has been appointed to the Senior 
Executive Service and is assigned as executive director, 
enterprise solutions, information operations, Defense 
Logistics Agency, Fort Belvoir, Va. Michelli previously 
served as supervisory information technology specialist, 
information operations, Defense Logistics Agency, Fort 
Belvoir, Va.

 
Reassignments
•	 David B. Bennett has been assigned as deputy program 

executive officer, Global Information Grid Enterprise 
Services, Defense Information Systems Agency, Falls 
Church, Va. Bennett previously served as deputy pro-
gram executive officer, command & control capabilities, 
Defense Information Systems Agency, Falls Church, Va.

•	 Martin R. Gross has been assigned as deputy program 
executive officer, command & control capabilities, 
Defense Information Systems Agency, Falls Church, Va. 
Gross previously served as deputy program executive 
officer, Global Information Grid Enterprise Services, 
Defense Information Systems Agency, Falls Church, Va.

•	 Ramona L. Lush has been assigned as deputy direc-
tor, property, plant, and equipment policy, Office of 
the Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology and 
Logistics), Washington, D.C. Lush previously served as 
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the deputy director, acquisition management, Office of 
the Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology and 
Logistics), Washington, D.C.

General Officer Announcements
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (MARCH 31, 2010)
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates announced today that 
the President made the following nominations:
•	 Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Peter J. Talleri has been nomi-

nated for appointment to the rank of major general. 
Talleri is currently serving as the commander, Defense 
Distribution Center in New Cumberland, Pa.

•	 Marine Corps Brig. Gen. James A. Kessler has been 
nominated for appointment to the rank of major general. 
Kessler is currently serving as the commander, Marine 
Corps Logistics Command in Albany, Ga. 

 
Flag Officer Assignments
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (MARCH 31, 2010)
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Gary Roughead announced 
today the following assignments:
•	 Rear Adm. (lower half) William K. Lescher will be as-

signed as deputy director for resources and acquisition, 
J8, Joint Staff, Washington, D.C. Lescher is currently 
serving as director, operations division, office of budget, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Finan-
cial Management, and comptroller/director, operations 
division, fiscal management division, N821, Office of the 
Chief of Naval Operations, Washington, D.C.

•	 Rear Adm. (lower half) David H. Lewis will be assigned 
as program executive officer for ships, Washington, D.C. 
Lewis is currently serving as vice commander, Naval Sea 
Systems Command, Washington, D.C.

•	 Rear Adm. (lower half) Ron J. MacLaren will be assigned 
as military director, Joint Contingency Acquisition Sup-
port Officer, Defense Logistics Agency, Fort Belvoir, Va. 
MacLaren is currently serving as assistant deputy chief 
of staff for logistics, fleet supply and ordnance, N4, U.S. 
Pacific Fleet, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

•	 Rear Adm. (lower half) James A. Murdoch will be as-
signed as fleet maintenance officer, U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command, Norfolk, Va. Murdoch is currently serving 
as major program manager for littoral combat ships, 
Program Executive Office for Ships, Washington, D.C.

Flag Officer Assignment
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (APRIL 6, 2010)
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus and Chief of Naval Opera-
tions Adm. Gary Roughead announced today the following 
assignment: Rear Adm. John C. Orzalli will be assigned as 
vice commander, Naval Sea Systems Command, Washing-

ton, D.C. Orzalli is currently serving as fleet maintenance 
officer, U.S. Fleet Forces Command, Norfolk, Va. 

Senior Executive Service Appointment
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (APRIL 6, 2010)
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates announced the fol-
lowing Department of Defense Senior Executive Service ap-
pointment: Linda N. Allen has been appointed to the Senior 
Executive Service and is assigned as director, Acquisition and 
Procurement Office, Washington Headquarters Services, 
Washington, D.C. Allen previously served as director, Enter-
prise Services Division, Acquisition and Procurement Office, 
Washington Headquarters Services, Washington, D.C.
 
General Officer Announcements
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (APRIL 19, 2010)
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates announced today that 
the President made the following nominations:
•	 Marine Corps Colonel Vincent A. Coglianese has been 

nominated for appointment to the rank of brigadier gen-
eral. Coglianese is currently serving as the commanding 
officer, Combat Logistics Regiment 27 in Camp Lejeune, 
N.C.

•	 Marine Corps Colonel Craig C. Crenshaw has been 
nominated for appointment to the rank of brigadier gen-
eral. Crenshaw is currently serving as the commanding 
officer, Combat Logistics Regiment 25 in Camp Lejeune, 
N.C.

•	 Marine Corps Colonel Francis L. Kelley, Jr. has been 
nominated for appointment to the rank of brigadier 
general. Kelley is currently serving as the chief of staff, 
Marine Corps Systems Command in Quantico, Va.

•	 Marine Corps Colonel John W. Simmons has been 
nominated for appointment to the rank of brigadier gen-
eral. Simmons is currently serving as the commanding 
officer, Combat Logistics Regiment 2 in Camp Lejeune, 
N.C.

DLA Inducts Newest Senior Executive
DEFENSE LOGISTICS AGENCY NEWS RELEASE (APRIL 20, 2010)
Jonathan Stack
The Defense Logistics Agency Enterprise Solutions Office 
director was inducted into the Senior Executive Service at 
the McNamara Headquarters Complex April 19. Thomas 
Michelli took the oath during a ceremony hosted by DLA 
Director Navy Vice Adm. Alan Thompson.

 “We only choose our best and brightest for these senior 
executive ranks, and Tom Michelli is superbly qualified to 
join those ranks,” Thompson said. 
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The admiral said he has had the opportunity to work with 
Michelli over the past several months and is confident he is 
the best choice for this important position. 

As enterprise solutions director, Michelli leads a global 
3,000-person information technology and data services 
organization responsible for delivering logistics mission suc-
cess through IT solutions sustainment, service management, 
delivery, operations, and improvement. The Enterprise Solu-
tions Office is part of the agency’s Information Operations 
Directorate. 

In an e-mail sent to the agency’s workforce announcing the 
selection for this position, Thompson said Michelli’s civilian, 
military, and private-sector experience make him uniquely 
qualified for the executive position in the Enterprise Solu-
tions Office. 

Michelli began his civil service career as the chief informa-
tion operations officer at the Defense Threat Reduction 
Agency, where he served from 2006 until 2009. His re-
sume also includes extensive information operations and 
IT experience with the Army National Guard and a number 
of private-sector companies.

Michelli most recently served as the agency’s acting director 
of intelligence, heading up a newly established staff direc-
torate that officials said filled a critical gap in agencywide 
intelligence and communications security. His first assign-
ment at DLA was as staff director for information assurance.
 
General Officer Assignments
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (APRIL 21, 2010)
The chief of staff, Army announced today the following as-
signments:
•	 Maj. Gen. James E. Chambers, commanding general, 

Sustainment Center of Excellence and Fort Lee, Fort Lee, 
Va., to director for logistics, J-4, U. S. Central Command, 
MacDill Air Force Base, Fla.

•	 Maj. Gen. Kenneth S. Dowd, director for logistics, J-4, 
U.S. Central Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Fla., to 
commanding general, 1st Theater Sustainment Com-
mand, Camp Arifjan, Kuwait.

•	 Maj. Gen. James L. Hodge, commanding general, 
Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Com-
mand, Scott Air Force Base, Ill., to commanding general, 
Sustainment Center of Excellence and Fort Lee, Fort Lee, 
Va.

•	 Maj. Gen. Kevin A. Leonard, deputy chief of staff for 
logistics and operations, U. S. Army Materiel Com-
mand, Fort Belvoir, Va., to commanding general, Military 

Surface Deployment and Distribution Command, Scott 
Air Force Base, Ill.

•	 Brig. Gen. Larry D. Wyche, commanding general, Joint 
Munitions Lethality, Life Cycle Management Command/
Joint Munitions Command, Rock Island, Ill., to deputy 
chief of staff for logistics and operations, U. S. Army 
Materiel Command, Fort Belvoir, Va.

Flag Officer Announcements
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (APRIL 22, 2010)
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates announced today that 
the President has made the following nominations:
•	 Navy Reserve Rear Adm. (lower half) Patricia E. Wolfe 

has been nominated for appointment to the rank of rear 
admiral. Wolfe is currently serving as commander, Navy 
Expeditionary Logistics Support Group, Williamsburg, 
Va.

•	 Navy Reserve Rear Adm. (lower half) Robert O. Wray 
Jr. has been nominated for appointment to the rank of 
rear admiral. Wray is currently serving as deputy com-
mander, Military Sealift Command, Washington, D.C.

Flag Officer Announcement
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (APRIL 29, 2010)
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates announced today that 
the President has made the following nominations:
•	 Navy Rear Adm. (lower half) Terry J. Benedict has been 

nominated for appointment to the rank of rear admiral. 
Benedict is currently serving as program executive of-
ficer for integrated warfare systems, Washington, D.C.

•	 Navy Rear Adm. (lower half) Patrick H. Brady has been 
nominated for appointment to the rank of rear admiral. 
Brady is currently serving as deputy commander for un-
dersea warfare, SEA-07, Naval Sea Systems Command, 
Washington, D.C.

•	 Navy Rear Adm. (lower half) David A. Dunaway has 
been nominated for appointment to the rank of rear 
admiral. Dunaway is currently serving as commander, 
Operational Test and Evaluation Force, Norfolk, Va.

•	 Navy Rear Adm. (lower half) Thomas J. Eccles has been 
nominated for appointment to the rank of rear admiral. 
Eccles is currently serving as deputy commander for 
ship design, integration and engineering, SEA-05, Naval 
Sea Systems Command, Washington, D.C.

•	 Navy Rear Adm. (lower half) Joseph A. Horn Jr. has 
been nominated for appointment to the rank of rear 
admiral. Horn is currently serving as program director, 
Aegis ballistic missile defense, Missile Defense Agency, 
Dahlgren, Va.

•	 Navy Rear Adm. (lower half) Nora W. Tyson has been 
nominated for appointment to the rank of rear admi-
ral. Tyson is currently serving as commander, logistics 
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group, Western Pacific/commander, Task Force 73/
commander, Navy Region Singapore.

Traaen Selected as Commander of USCENTCOM
Distribution Center 
DEFENSE LOGISTICS AGENCY STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS 
(MAY 10, 2010) 
Navy Rear Adm. Thomas C. Traaen has been named the 
next commander of the U.S. Central Command Deployment 
Distribution Operations Center in Kuwait. He is currently 
serving as the vice director for logistics, J4, Joint Staff, in 
Washington, D.C.

 “I am honored to be selected as the next commander, US-
CENTCOM Deployment Distribution Operations Center. I 
hope to build on the tremendous progress [current CDDOC 
commander] Maj. Gen. [Robert] McMahon and his prede-
cessors have made and to continue integration of strategic 
and tactical distribution. My overarching objective is to pro-
vide the best support to the joint warfighter,” Traaen said. 

As commander of the CDDOC, the admiral will head a team 
of experts from U.S. Transportation Command, Military Sur-
face Deployment and Distribution Center, Army Materiel 
Command, Defense Logistics Agency, and other Service 
components. The distribution center plans movement of 
supplies to troops in the USCENTCOM region.

Traaen was selected to replace outgoing Defense Distribu-
tion Center Commander Marine Brig. Gen. Peter Talleri in 
February, but has not yet assumed his duties at DLA’s New 
Cumberland, Pa.-based distribution activity. He is scheduled 
to deploy to the CDDOC around Aug. 1 for a six-month tour.

A native of Gig Harbor, Wash., Traaen earned his commis-
sion through the Navy ROTC program, graduating from the 
University of Washington in 1982. He holds a master’s de-
gree in business administration from the University of Geor-
gia and obtained an executive MBA from Duke University, 
N.C.

Traaen’s previous assignments include deputy chief of staff 
for logistics, Fleet Supply and Ordnance, U.S. Pacific Fleet; 
deputy commander for Fleet Logistics Operations, Naval 
Supply Systems Command; director fleet supply, Com-
mander, U.S. Pacific Fleet; supply officer on USS Tarawa; 
and executive officer, Fleet and Industrial Supply Center, 
Yokosuka, Japan.

His decorations include the legion of merit (three awards), 
meritorious service medal (five awards), Navy and Marine 
Corps commendation medal (four awards), Navy and Ma-

rine Corps achievement medal (two awards), and various 
unit awards. He was the recipient of the 2005 Vice Admiral 
Stanley R. Arthur Award for Military Logistician of the Year.
 
Senior Executive Service Reassignment
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (MAY 11, 2010)
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates announced the follow-
ing Department of Defense Senior Executive Service reas-
signment: Michael L. Bruhn has been assigned as executive 
secretary, Office of the Secretary of Defense, Washington, 
D.C. Bruhn previously served as deputy director, Office of 
the Secretary of Defense Special Access Programs, Office 
of the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, 
and Logistics), Washington, D.C.

Flag Officer Assignments
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE NEWS RELEASE (MAY 12, 2010)
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus and Chief of Naval Opera-
tions Adm. Gary Roughead announced today the following 
assignments:
•	 Capt. David M. Boone, U.S. Navy, who has been se-

lected for promotion to Rear Adm. (lower half), will be 
assigned as director, Ashore Readiness Division, N46, 
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations/vice com-
mander, Navy Installations Command, Washington, 
D.C. Boone previously served as commanding officer, 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Mid-Atlantic, 
Norfolk, Va. 

•	 Capt. Ronald Horton, U.S. Navy, who has been se-
lected for promotion to Rear Adm. (lower half), will 
be assigned as commander, Logistics Group, Western 
Pacific/commander, Task Force 73/commander, Navy 
Region Singapore. Horton previously served as com-
manding officer, USS Enterprise (CVN 65), Norfolk, Va.

•	 Capt. Tilghman D. Payne, U.S. Navy, who has been 
selected for promotion to Rear Adm. (lower half), will 
be assigned as commander, Navy Region Midwest, 
Great Lakes, Ill. Payne is currently serving as executive 
assistant, Installations and Environment, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C.

•	 Capt. James D. Syring, U.S. Navy, who has been se-
lected for promotion to Rear Adm. (lower half), will be 
assigned as program executive officer for Integrated 
Warfare Systems, Washington, D.C. Syring is currently 
serving as major program manager for DDG 1000 
Destroyer Program, Program Executive Office for Ships, 
Washington, D.C.


