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• Establishing the guidance and infra-
structure within its weapons system
project management and logistics
communities for requesting and main-
taining technical data in the domain-
specific AP formats as the APs mature
to the ISO standard level.

• Developing a STEP-based archiving
system that assures availability of en-
gineering data in time of CAD/CAM
vendor failure or OEM failure,  i.e., no
more parts reengineering because of
a lack of technical data. 

• Facilitating future STEP development
efforts, especially construction history,
to ensure engineering data interoper-
ability over the entire weapons system
life cycle. 

Initially concentrating on these basic
considerations should provide a good
launching pad for STEP.

Editor’s Note: The author welcomes
questions or comments on this article.
Contact him at Moellerg@ria.army.mil.
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In fiscal 2000, the Defense Ac-
quisition University (DAU) de-
veloped a plan to offer all Web-

enabled (online) courses to
students who work for corpora-
tions in the Defense Industry. The
program began at the start of the
new fiscal year in October 2000.

No tuition fee will be charged to
students for the online courses.
This key feature of the program
should encourage defense indus-
try students to enroll in the
courses, thereby building upon
and enhancing the skills of the
Defense Industry professional ac-
quisition workforce. Students will
find application for enrollment
very easy, since the program will

use the same online application
form that is currently used by in-
dustry students who apply for
DAU resident courses — available
at http://www.dsmc.dsm.mil/
registrar/industry_applic.htm.

The following courses will be
available to industry students on-
line starting in October 2000:

• Fundamentals of Systems Ac-
quisition Management (ACQ
101)

• Fundamentals of Earned Value
Management (BCF 102)

• Basic Information Systems Ac-
quisition (IRM 101)

• Basic Software Acquisition Man-
agement (SAM 201)

• Acquisition Business Manage-
ment (BCF 211)

• Simplified Acquisition Proce-
dures (CON 237)

• Acquisition Logistics Funda-
mentals (LOG 101)

• Introduction to Acquisition
Workforce Test and Evaluation
(TST 101)

DAU has put together a high-qual-
ity program, and the University is
confident the program not only
has long-term growth potential,
but will also be of great benefit to
the Defense Industry as well as
the students.

WEB-ENABLED COURSES FOR DEFENSE INDUSTRY STUDENTS

For more information, contact Art McCormick, Registrar for Industry Students:

Phone: 703-805-4498 Fax: 703-805-3709 E-mail: mccormick_arthur@dau.mil


