DSMC PuUBLISHES LONG-AWAITED HiSTORY OF U.S. WEAPONS ACQUISITION

ARMING THE EAGLE

he mission of the Defense Systems Management

College — to educate and train weapons acquisi-

tion professionals —includes the responsibility to
disseminate information on defense acquisition. In
this role, DSMC is pleased to announce the publica-
tion of Arming the Eagle: A History of U.S. Weapons Ac-
quisition Since 1775, the first and only book DoD has
ever commissioned on this subject.

Written by retired DSMC professor Wilbur D. Jones
Jr., Arming the Eagle is a series of essays, or snapshots,
of various periods in the country’s military history.
The essays tell the story of how U.S. weapons were
developed and produced, what notable managers and
organizations were involved, and which weapons from
those periods significantly impacted national conflicts.

Applicable space is given to the Army, Navy, Marines,
and Air Force to illustrate the time capsules being re-
ported. Those capsules include the American Revo-
lution; the naval wars and War of 1812; antebellum
acquisition and the War with Mexico; the Civil War;
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the all-steel, all-steam new Navy; the Army’s late Nine-
teenth Century reorganizations and War with Spain,
World War [; the period between the wars; World War
II; the nuclear age and Korean War; Vietnam and ac-
quisition reform; the Persian Gulf War; and recent ac-
quisition programs.

Arming the Eagle is a “wide-angled view” with utilitar-
ian application for professionals in government and
defense industry, by academicians and students, and
by the media and general public. No previous knowl-
edge of acquisition is required, terminology is ex-
plained, and the outcome of each segment and chap-
ter reaches certain conclusions, or lessons, for students
of history.

Order from DSMC for a limited time at $35.00 plus
$3.00 shipping and handling, by check only, payable
to the U.S. Treasury. Contact the Office of the Dean,
Administration & Services, Building 202, DSMC Fort
Belvoir, Va., campus. Call (703) 805-2151 or DSN 655-
2151 for details.

ReTirRep DSMC proFESSOR WiLBUR D.
JONES JR,, SIGNS COPIES OF HIS BOOK,
ARMING THE EAGLE: A HisTory oF U.S.
WEearons Acquisition SINCE 1775,
WHILE VISITING THE DSMC MAIN caM-
puUs, ForT BELVOIR, VA, DEC. 2.
SEATED FROM LEFT. DONNA RICHBOURG,
PrINcIPAL AssisTaNT DEpUTY UNDER
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (ACQUISITION
RerorM); JoNES; DR. GERTRUDE
McBRIDE EATON, DEFENSE ACQUISITION
UNiversiTy (DAU) BoaRD OF VISITORS
CHAIRPERSON. STANDING FROM LEFT.
GREG CARUTH, DIRECTOR, VisuaL ARTS
AND Press DeparTMENT, DSMC; DEeB-
BIE GONZALEZ, EDITOR, ARMING THE
EacLe aND Acauisiion Review Quar-
TERLY JOURNAL; THOMAS CREAN, PRESI-
DENT, DAU; DR. JAMES McMICHAEL,
DIRECTOR, ACQUISITION EDUCATION,
TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT.
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A HISTORY OF U.5. WEAPONS
ACQUISITION SINCE 1775

=

WILBUR D. JONES, JR.
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CHAPTER 1

A Tribute to Sheer Determination: The Role of
Acquisition in the American Revolution, 1775-
1783

CHAPTER 2

Barbary Pirates and Other Naval Wars: Ship Ac-
quisition in National Maritime Defense, 1794-
1815

CHAPTER 3

Camels, Pontoons, and Interchangeable Parts:
Military Enterprise and Antebellum Acquisition,
1815-1865

CHAPTER 4

Inventive Genius and New Appliances of War:
Technology and the Union Army, 1861-1865

CHAPTER 5

All-Steam, All-Steel: White Squadron to Great
White Fleet: America Acquires a New Navy,
1878-1909

CHAPTER 6

The “Army’s Dark Ages” and “Root’s Reforms: To
Sustain the Armaments Industry, 1865-1918

CHAPTER 7

Spruce, Dope, and Fordism: The Flying Coffin;
America Acquires an Air Arm: Wright Brothers
Through the Great War, 1903-1941

CHAPTER 8

Depreciation, Deficiencies, and Disarmament:
Pacifism and Acquisition Between the Wars,
1919-1941

CHAPTER 2

“It Will be an Industrial Miracle”; War
Department Economic Mobilization and Muni-
tions Acquisition, 1939-1945

CHAPTER 10

Liberators, Mustangs, and “Enola Gay”; America
Acquires Army Air Power for World War I,
1940-1945

CHAPTER 11

Whatever It Takes: Counterpunching the U-
Boats: The Acquisition Process that Won the
Battle of the Atlantic, 1939-1945

CHAPTER 12

Korean and Cold Wars; Military-Industrial Com-
plex: Acquisition for Strategic Planning in the
Nuclear Age, 1945-1964

CHAPTER 13

“Horror Stories” of Toilet Seats and Coffeepots:
Reforming Acquisition after Vietnam, 1964-
1989

CHAPTER 14

“The Come-as-You-Are” War: Force Moderniza-
tion, Preparedness, and Logistics Support in the
Persian Gulf, 1990-1991

CHAPTER 15

Sluggers, Tank Plinkers, and Scud Busters: Gen-
erational Mix in the Ultimate Proving Ground,
1980-1991

CHAPTER 16

Whither Arsenal Ships and Joint Strike Fighters:
High-Tech Systems for the 21st Century, 1993
to the Present

APPENDIX
“Fifi” Flies: Classics That Won the War Still Thrill

PM : JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2000

67



