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Secretary of Defense Memo

Challenges DoD to reduce 
mishaps and accident rates
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Acquisition and Technology 
Programs (ATP) Task Force (TF)

• Purpose
– Recommend or implement changes to policies, procedures, 

initiatives, education and training, and investments to ensure 
programs address safety throughout the life cycle

• Goals
– Ensure acquisition policies and procedures for all systems 

address safety requirements
– Review and modify, as necessary, relevant DoD standards with 

respect to safety
– Recommend ways to ensure acquisition program office decisions 

consider system hazards
– Recommend ways to ensure milestone decision reviews and 

interim progress reviews address safety

Establish dialogue between System Safety and 
Systems Engineering communities
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USD(AT&L) Safety Memo

• Goal is to manage and 
minimize system safety 
risks throughout the 
acquisition process.  

• Intent is to design 
safety into weapons 
systems 
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ATP TF Safety Efforts
• OUSD(AT&L) Policy Memos to Support Goals of SECDEF Memos
• Joint Services Weapons/Laser Systems Safety Review Guide v0.8
• System Software Safety Guide
• Joint System Safety Standards for Explosives Systems
• ESOH Management Evaluation Criteria for DoD Acquisition v1.0
• ESOH Programmatic Risk Tool
• ESOH Risk Assessment and Risk Management Policies for DoD 
• Incorporating Best Safety Practices into DAU SE Courses
• DAU Continuous Learning Course
• Human Factors Safety Training
• Safety maturity Level metrics
• Life Cycle Noise Exposure Assessment Tool 
• Safety Awareness Outreach Through Participation in Symposia 

and Workshops (Government,  Industry and Academia)
• Unmanned Systems Safety Guide for DoD Acquisition v0.9
• USSOCOM Weapons/Laser Systems Safety Review Guide v0.8
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