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Why We Serve

Omololu takes pride in serving those who serve

By Mary B. Grimes
CECOM

ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, Md.
—"“Public service must be more than doing
ajob efficiently and honestly. It must be a
complete dedication to the people and to
thenation”

For Ayodeji Omololu, senior command
synchronization officer, G3, of the U.S
Army Communications-Electronics Com-
mand, or CECOM, this quote by the late
Margaret Chase Smith, a former U.S
Senator from Maine, echoes his senti-
mentsregardingwhy hehascommitted his
life to serving the nation - in and out of
uniform.

Theson of Nigerian-born parents, Omo-
lolu and his family immigrated to the
United States from Nigeria while he was
still ateen. It was a journey marked with
endless hopes and aspirations, and has
ever since given rise to an admirable level
of determination.

Inspired by others, but driven by his
own pursuit of excellence, Omololu con-
tinues to embrace every opportunity that
comes his way. A U.S Navy veteran, he
served proudly for nearly 10 years -
mastering his skills as a surface warfare
supply keeper.

“I joined the Navy to serve my country
and explore new possibilities” he said. “I
was also inspired by the exemplary atti-
tude of my neighbors who had enlisted in
the U.S Marine Corp, U.S Air Force, and
theU.S Army.

“The military helped in molding me to
become a true professional,” Omololu
added, as he continued to reflect on his
military life and experiences. “It also
helpedin thecreation of anindividual with
a high sense of honor, courage, and
commitment to accomplish amission.”

Asked if there was ever an assignment
that truly impacted his life. Omololu said
his deployment to Afghanistan in 2013, as
part of the NETZERO Department of
Defense initiative was a profoundly re-
warding experience. It was during that
tour that Omololu was involved in the
design and implementation of strategic
decisions needed to make Soldiers the
most efficient force on the battlefield.

Now, with 18 years of civil serviceto his
credit, CECOM'’s senior command syn-
chronization officer continues to press
forward with his goal of giving back to a
system and a nation that has in his view,
afforded him awealth of opportunities.

“The most challenging part of my job is
brokering communication lanes between
the sustainment and product-develop-
ment teams in the Command, Control,
Communications, Computers, Intelli-

gence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance
[C4ISR] community,” he said. “I serve
because | want to make a positive impact
on thelivesof themen and women who do
so much for our great country in order to
ensureour freedom.”

Asked what type of ingredients his
personal recipe for successful and or
selfless service would consist of, Omololu
responded, “My recipe would consist of
honor, courage and commitment. Having
honor means you will always choose the
right path or option when faced with
adversity. Courage means you will live by
the oath of the office. Commitment de-
notesyou arenot willingtoquit asatrusted
member of the professional team.”

Regardless of his challenges and
achievements, Omololu does not want
anyonetothinkthat hedidit al on hisown.

“General Colin Powell’s leadership
greatness has always inspired me, he said
while remarking on Powell's “modest
beginnings as a kid growing up on the
streets of South Bronx, New York and
rising through the ranks to become the
first African-American to serve as the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. His
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creed that a true leader will always seek
information on organizational attitude,
and morale from the lowest ranking
members of the team, resonates with me
every day”

While it is clear that fellow service
members and his colleagues have played
an integral part in his career choices, and
his work ethic, Omololu is determined to
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give back, to gladly serve those who have
not only been instrumental in steering him
toward success, but have been unwavering
in thefight for freedom and democracy for
Americanseverywhere.

“My goal isto leave alegacy as a selfless
professional who was guided by the creed
of honor, courage and commitment,” he
said.“Thisiswhy | serve”
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